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After going winless in the Maryland 
Interscholastic Athletic Association A 
Conference the past two years, the Loyola 
Blakefield football program will leave the 
MIAA next fall to play an independent 
schedule in what Loyola officials expect to 
be a temporary move. 

The Dons' schedule will include some 
MIAA teams, and they will continue to 
play the Turkey Bowl game on Thanksgiv-
ing Day against A Conference archrival 
Calvert Hall. 

As the talent level has risen in the A 
Conference, the Dons have not kept up, 
"Mthough they have had some players 
move on to play in college at the Football 
Bowl Subdivision level, including senior 
All-Metro defensive lineman Evan 
Boozer, who is headed to Temple. 

In a letter sent before the Christmas 
break to parents of Dons football players, 
Anthony Day, president and head of 
school at Loyola Blakefield, said the level 
of play in the A Conference has become a 
concern. 

"The landscape of the MIAA W Confer-
ence has changed over the last decade, and 
our results have not been consistent with 
our goal to strive for excellence in all of 
our co-curricular programs. As the talent 
pool continues to rapidly expand within 
the MIAA W Conference, we have care-
fully considered how this affects our 

—student-athletes in a variety of ways —
most importantly, their safety," Day said in 
the letter. 

This fall, the Dons lost their six A 
Conference games by an average of 32 
points. Only a 21-14 loss to Gilman was 
decided by fewer than three touchdowns. 
Overall, the Dons were 2-9 in 2017 with 
wins over Archbishop Curley and Avalon. 

Since they finished 11-0 and won the A 
Conference championship in 2008, the 
Dons have won no more than two 
conference games in a season and have 
gone 9-41 over nine years. Over the past 
five years, they've been 3-27. 

Day said in the letter that being 
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