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Calvert Hall players give school supplies, football tips

in visit to W. Baltimore school
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Calvert Hall wide receiver Conner Mannion has never wanted for school supplies, so he led the way in continuing

the Cardinals’ tradition of providing those supplies for children who are not so fortunate.

“I was always fortunate enough to have school supplies and we just have so much at Calvert Hall that I think it’s

important to give something back to the surrounding community that doesn’t have all the luxuries that we have,”

Mannion said.

"A senior last year, Andrew McSorley, did it for another school and I thought it would be a good way to start off the

year and it would be a good way to get everybody together on our team. Everyone was pretty positive. They liked

the idea and we got a lot of stuff donated.”

Friday afternoon, Mannion and teammates Delando Johnson, Robbie

Jones, Kennedy Frazier and J.P. McManus along with coach Donald

Davis went to Samuel F.B. Morse Elementary School in West

Baltimore to distribute what they had collected to students from

pre-kindergarten to fifth grade.
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The reception from the children made them feel like celebrities,

Mannion said.

Johnson, who grew up in West Baltimore, said the boys who played

rec football were especially excited.

“All the kids were asking us, ‘Are you guys football players? Are you

guys football players? Do you guys play football in the NFL?'”

Johnson said with a laugh. “It was kind of humorous with them

asking all the questions and them not knowing we were only a high

school. They were very excited to see us and be around us.”
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The players said it was great to see the youngsters they were

helping.

“It just feels good to help out and give back," Johnson said. “Even a

guy like me, I wasn’t the wealthiest kid growing up. We didn’t have

everything, so it just feels good, knowing that I can give back now

and be a part of that.”

The children and their parents picked out school supplies to

supplement what they already had. Morse principal Sheri Burton said

there was a big turnout, but there were plenty of supplies to go

around.

“It meant a lot,” Burton said, “because there are some parents who

have to decide where to spend their money, so being able to just

give their children what they need with some outside support, they

were very thankful.”

Burton said that in addition to being thrilled with the new supplies,

the children, especially boys, were in awe of the Calvert Hall players.

They were matched with Cardinals who played the same positions

and the older boys gave tips to the rec players.

“Kennedy Frazier and me, we play DB and a kid actually asked

about how to play corner,” Johnson said, “so I made a joke and said,

‘Don’t fall.' Everybody laughed and that was kind of funny, but yeah,

we gave them some tips on how to play.”

Burton said the experience was just what she wanted for her

students.

“These are elementary school kids, so they’re not really thinking about high school,” she said, “but to be able to

see local players and have something to aspire to was really what I wanted to show the community. People are

really helping the school and it’s great that the kids are doing it, the high school players. When the parents heard

about the supplies coming they had no idea who was sending them, so to see kids do it, that really touched the

parents.”

Davis said the players handled everything from fundraising to buying the school supplies.

“When Conner came to me and said, ‘This is something I would really like to do,’ he was like, ‘If I take the lead are

you OK with us doing it?’ and I’m like, ‘I’m more than OK with it,’” Davis said. “One of the things you want to do

when God blesses you is take those blessings and bless someone else and I think our kids get it and I think they

are really a living example of our creed and what we want do to. It’s not any of my stuff at all. It’s all the kids.”

Frazier, who grew up nearby and went to Charles Carroll Barrister Elementary School, said, “It brought a smile to

me to know that I can bring a smile to a little kid’s face and make him happy, let him know that he’s cared about and

someone’s thinking of him. It felt great.”
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