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Baltimore area high school football season 

begins with 21 new head coaches 

 

Click on the photos above to browse photos of some of the Baltimore area's newest head football 

coaches. 
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At Dundalk, Sean Sandora needed just four years to turn the Owls into a state finalist football 

team. At Cardinal Gibbons, Scott Ripley took the Crusaders to the 2000 Maryland Interscholastic 

Athletic Association B Conference championship, and since the school closed has been an 

assistant on Loyola Blakefield and St. Paul’s teams that have won championships. 

Now, in a season that includes 21 new high school football coaches in the Baltimore area, they 

will square off at two of the more successful B Conference programs: Sandora at Archbishop 

Curley and Ripley at St. Paul’s. 

Both follow longtime coaches. Sean Murphy won five championships and more than 100 games 

at Curley before departing for North Carolina. Paul Bernsdorf won five championships in eight 

years before opting to focus on his role as the Crusaders athletic director. 

While Sandora has made a lot of changes in the Friars’ system, Ripley hasn’t overhauled the 

Crusaders. 

Murphy ran the Wing-T offense at Curley, which finished 5-5 last season, but Sandora likes to 

put the ball in the air. His more pro-style offense turned Dundalk around, and he said it’s all 

about getting the players to accept the changes a new coach often brings. 

“They’re buying into the new coaching style” said Sandora, The Baltimore Sun’s 2015 All-

Metro Coach of the Year after taking Dundalk to the Class 3A state title game for the first time 

in program history. 

“The kids just want to play football. They’re out there having fun. There’s still a lot of thinking 

going on, but they’re playing at 100 percent. Every day they give me tremendous effort. That’s 

all you can ask.” 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/#nt=breadcrumb
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/#nt=breadcrumb
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-katherine-dunn-20141007-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-katherine-dunn-20141007-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy-and-your-privacy-rights/


Ripley had been the Crusaders defensive coordinator for six years and also helped Loyola win 

three MIAA A Conference championships. 

He plans to make a few changes on offense, too, and the Crusaders, with five returning offensive 

linemen, “will be committed to running the ball,” rather than the big passing game they had 

when they won back-to-back titles in 2012 and 2013. He hasn’t made any changes on defense. 

Ripley’s transition has also been smooth, he said, largely because he has at least 10 starters back 

on each side of the ball, aiming to improve on last season’s 1-8 finish. 

“The last two years, we’ve been struggling,” Ripley said. “I’m trying to change the culture and 

get these kids to know the incredible history we have here of playing in championships.” 

Sandora isn’t the only experienced coach to move to another program. Woodlawn’s Elwood 

Townsend is one of seven new coaches in Baltimore County, and he has a record of quick 

success. 

He led Douglass to the Class 1A state final in 2013 and 2014. The Sun’s All-Metro Coach of the 

Year in 2012, he moved to Reginald Lewis last year and guided the Falcons to an undefeated 

regular season and the first playoff win in program history. 

He said the transition has gone smoothly as he’s made changes on both sides of the ball. 

“This is about these kids building a legacy,” he said. “Woodlawn has some tradition back in the 

day, but not for quite some time. This is their time to build their own tradition.” 

Like Ripley, several other former assistants have moved into the head slot. 

Ross Hannon takes over at Howard, where Bruce Strunk stepped down after guiding the Lions to 

the Class 4A state final three straight times and the title game in 2014. Bill Brinegar steps in for 

Marc Mesaros at Eastern Tech, where the Mavericks have been perennial contenders. 

Matt Banta follows Sandora as head coach at Dundalk, which has been to the playoffs five times 

in seven years. Anthony Zehyoue succeeds Brant Hall at Loyola, where the Dons aim to bring 

back the glory of the championships years from 2006 to 2008. 

Each has tweaked a few things but hasn’t made wholesale changes. 

“There’s more than one way to do things,” said Brinegar, who played for Mesaros but plans to 

include a bit more passing than his mentor. “I’ve seen a way that has done nothing but bring 

success and a continued shot at winning teams every year that can fight for [Baltimore] County 

championships and for the playoffs. It would be silly of me to try and reinvent the wheel and try 

to turn us into something that we’re not.” 

For Zehyoue, who played on LSU’s 2007 national championship team, the biggest challenge as a 

head coach is just keeping an eye on all the moving parts. 
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“Every time you’re a position coach, once the season starts for practice, you’re thinking about 

your position group and your side of the ball and how that kind of fits together. You spend the 

majority of time talking to coaches on that side of the ball. Obviously you talk to everybody, but 

not as in-depth and not as detailed,” he said. “Now, I spend a lot of time making sure, in terms of 

the grand scheme of things, that I have my eyeballs on every aspect of the team. It’s more of a 

larger management project than anything else.” 

While expectations are high for a these new coaches — and the other newcomers — as they kick 

off the season this weekend, they’re starting at the same place as all other coaches. Everyone has 

championship aspirations now, but that’s not the only priority, said Hannon, a former head coach 

at Centennial and Mount Hebron. 

“The bar is set and I would hope every single coach goes into camp — and I know I’ve done it 

when I was at Centennial and Hebron — wanting to put your best product out on the field. You 

want the kids to have a great experience. It’s not the destination that’s most important, it’s the 

journey of a season.” 
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