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Calvert Hall's Morgan Scroggins spins away from a potential St. Frances tackler on his 
way to a 65-yard touchdown run on a kickoff return in the Cardinals' 34-20 victory. 
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Special teams, turnovers help 
Calvert Hall earn conference win 
Big play kickoff return by 
senior captain sparks 
Cardinals to soggy victory 

BY NELSON COFFIN 

Before playing at Calvert Hall on Oct. 
2, St. Frances Academy coach Massey 
Hailemariam was well aware of the 
Panthers' low margin for error they 
would need in order to knock off the 
Cardinals for a third time in a row. 

"We can't afford to overcome turn-
overs like normally we could in previous 
years," Massey Hailemariam told a re-
porter. "We have to play flawless football 
in order for us to come away with the 
win." 

Unfortunately for St. Frances, playing 
on the road in a stiff wind and pelting rain 
on the Panthers' hopes of playing mis-
take-free football were dashed shortly 
after the opening kickoff in what turned 
out to be a 34-20 setback at Paul Angelo 
Russo Stadium in stormy Towson. 

Calvert Hall was happy to take imme-
diate advantage of a botched punt 
attempt in the first quarter that gave the 
Cardinals possession on the St. Frances 
3-yard line. Running back B.J. Watson 
bullied into the end zone on the next play, 
and Calvert Hall led, 7-0, after senior 
Peter Ferrara's conversion kick with 6:24 
remaining in the first period. 

It was that kind of game for the 
opportunistic Cardinals (3-2, 1-0 confer-
ence), who gave a solid all-around effort 
— despite having two turnovers them-
selves — in the Maryland Interscholastic 
Athletic Associated A Conference battle. 

One of those was a 33-yard inter-
ception return by sophomore defensive 
back Terrell Smith of a toss in the flat by 
junior quarterback Ben Brooks early in 
the second quarter, although the Pan-
thers (1-5, 0-2) were denied the con-
version points when promising Calvert 
Hall sophomore linebacker Chance 
Campbell nudged St Francis quarter-
back Jared Lewis out of bounds as he 
attempted to cross the goal line. 

Leading, 7-6, Calvert Hall widened the 
margin to 13-6 on an electrifying 65-yard 
kickoff return by senior captain and 

vson University signee Morgan 
gins with 8:59 left in the first half 
'y inflated the advantage to 20-7 on 

run by Watson just over two 

minutes later after Ferrara recovered a St. 
Frances fumble at the Panthers' 16-yard 
line. 

That was the kind of play a senior 
captain should make," Calvert Hall coach 
Donald Davis said about Scroggins hero-
ics. "And he did it just when we needed it, 
right after they had gained some mo-
mentum. And this was the kind of night 
that we knew special teams would come 
into play, and our guys played well." 

The lead grew to 26-6 after a 6-yard 
keeper by sophomore quarterback Omari 
DeBerry early in the fourth quarter. 

The Panthers answered on a 24-yard 
pass from Lewis to lanky wideout Eric 
Turner, who made a leaping grab in the 
corner of the end zone to slice the deficit 
to 26-12. 

Watson notched his third score of the 
game when he turned the corner and 
streaked down the sideline for 37 yards 
and a 34-12 lead with 7:49 left in the game. 

All told, the 5-foot-9,185-pound junior 

racked up 118 yards on 20 carries and 
three TDs to lead the Cardinals' pun-
ishing ground game. 

He was complemented by senior Ti 
Massey and bulldozing junior Tim 
Smith. 

"All three guys are running well," 
Davis said. "So, we've been blessed. We're 
very deep there." 

St Frances' final touchdown came on a 
66-yard drive in the waning minutes 
when running back Jerrald Hurt bull-
dozed his way on five consecutive carries 
to score with two seconds to go. 

'I'm pleased with the win," Davis 
added. "It was a good measuring stick for 
us against a very good team, and I'm very 
happy about the way we played on 
defense. The A Conference is tough 
sledding. Any win in this league is a good 

The Cardinals go for their second 
straight conference win when they host 
Archbishop Spalding on Oct. 9 at 7p.m. 
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