
Greyhounds struggling with 
1-6 overall record after 
departure of coach Biff Poggi 
BY NELSON COFFIN 

Gilman football coach Tim Holly is not 
one to lament what might have been. 

Instead, he focuses on the issues at 
hand rather than thinking about how the 
defending A Conference champions could 
have won another title if not for a mass 
exodus of 22 players to graduation and a 
few more who transferred after former 
coach Biff Poggi and most of his staff left 
the school. 

Although Holley had hoped his team, 
despite having its ranks considerably 
thinned, would contend in the rugged 
Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Associ-
ation A Conference this fall, things have 
not worked out so far for the Greyhounds. 

A case in point was Gilman's latest 
game, a 24-17 loss to A Conference rival 
Calvert Hall (5-3, 1-2 conference) at Paul 
Angelo Russo Stadium in Towson. 

With Calvert Hall seemingly in a 
vulnerable position because of an injury to 
starting quarterback Ben Brooks, Gilman 
(1-6, 0-3) built leads of 14 -0 early in the 
game and still led, 17-7, well into the fourth 
quarter. 

Even so, Calvert Hall sophomore 
quarterback Emmett Avery was able to 
help the Cardinals rally for the win with a 
late comeback effort. 

He eventually tossed a back-shoulder 
pass for the winning touchdown in 
overtime to senior wideout Xavier Gra-
vette to lift the Cardinals past the 
Greyhounds for the first time since 2010. 

"They got better in the second half," 
said Gilman coach Tim Holley, whose 
team lost for the fourth time this season 
after leading by at least a touchdown. "We 
had a hard time moving the ball. They're a 
spunky bunch, and (Calvert Hall coach) 
Donald (Davis) is a well respected coach 
in this league who does a very good job. 
They outplayed us down the stretch." 

Holley noted that Calvert Hall's early 
success this season might have helped 
them pull out the game against his team. 

"They had some wins early in the 
season," Holley said. "But we're still 
learning how to win, and that can be 
difficult sometimes." 

The Greyhounds capitalized on a Cal-
vert Hall fumble recovered by junior 
Thomas Booker at its own 47-yard line late 
in the opening quarter to get off to a good 
start 
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