
 

1899 – First Calvert Hall/Loyola High School Football Game 

Everyone thinks that the first Calvert Hall – Loyola football game was played in 1920, 

but that is not so.  That first game between the two schools was Thanksgiving (Thursday) 

November 30, 1899.  In fact, this was the fifth Thursday of the month and most likely, 

Thanksgiving hasn’t come on the 5
th

 Thursday since 1899. An article dated December 1, 1899, 

(see article # 1) appeared in the Baltimore Sun titled “Calvert Hall Wins Twice.” The article 

gives game details, even to the extent that 1500 people showed up in 1899 to watch this game 

won by Calvert Hall 6-0.  Interestingly, paragraph 3 points out that this is an “intense rivalry” 

between the two schools which lends to the probability that football games had been played prior 

to 1899.  Rivalries between schools don’t happen without a history of games and an” intense” 

one means that these games have been building between the two. 1500 spectators do not show up 

for a game between 2 schools that do not already have a history of competition.   Considering the 

population of Baltimore in 1899, 1500 people then is every bit equivalent to the 10,000 who see 

the game today.   

Just because the Turkey Bowl program shows the first game as 1920, evidence supports 

otherwise.  Two reasons that 1920 most likely shows as the first game is because an article 

appeared October 28, 1969 in the Sun Magazine where John Buettner claims 1920 as the first 

game. He also states that his memory of the 1920 game that he played in was won 3-0. (See 

article # 2) Our yearbook and the Turkey Bowl programs show that Calvert Hall won 9-3, not 3-

0.  It is clear that the Calvert Hall Principal had stopped football at Calvert Hall for years since 

Mr. Buettner helped to organize a team. But it is also likely since Mr. Buettner was not even 

alive in 1899, that his awareness of the game was nil.  By the time he was a 17 year old senior 

trying to start a football team, 5 full rotations of graduates had passed through Calvert Hall 

without media, television, internet etc. It is easy to see why Mr. Buettner may have thought his 

class was the first to play football since he hadn’t witnessed any football while at Calvert Hall.  

A second reason why 1920 shows as the first game between Calvert Hall and Loyola is that 

neither school had any yearbooks prior to 1920. Only Calvert Hall has a 1920 yearbook which 

shows this football game.  I personally visited John Stewart (along with CHC alum Mike 

Heffernan ’59) on February 4, 2015 to research Loyola High’s records of this football classic. 

We found that there are no real records of the game at Loyola until the 1930s.  So, not having 

any written proof of football games prior to 1920 between the two schools helps to reinforce that 

1920 must be the first game.  Exploring the Pro Quest data base of Baltimore Sun papers shows a 

host of Loyola High football games prior to 1899. 

Articles 3 & 4 illustrate what the actual Baltimore Sun December 1
st
 1899 page looked 

like.   Article 4 shows the date at the top while Article 3 has circled the 2 inch report about the 

first Thanksgiving game which I have magnified as Article 1. 



On November 28 1904, a second documented football game between Calvert Hall and 

Loyola is published. It is titled “Football Note.”  In this game, Loyola College’s second team 

defeated Calvert Hall 16-0. (See Article 5)  In 1904, Loyola College and High School were one 

school, but each had its own level of players.   

https://loyolablakefield.org/history 

(the following Loyola history from website above) 

1852: Loyola High School and Loyola College open their doors on Holiday Street in Baltimore. 

The school is founded by Rev. John Early, S.J. and eight other Jesuits. 

1855: Experiencing large growth, the two schools move to Calvert Street. This location now 

hosts St. Ignatius Loyola Academy and St. Ignatius Church.  

1921: With a growing demand for Jesuit education, the school continued to grow. Loyola 

College and Loyola High School are separated. The college moves to its new Evergreen 

Campus. 

 

So, the second team of Loyola College was really their high school team playing against Calvert 

Hall. 

Article 6 published by Newsbank, gives a season summary of the 1899 Calvert Hall 

football season. It shows 6 game scores and one of them is Calvert Hall 6 Loyola 0.  This is 

evidence that the 1899 Thanksgiving game was not just a one day hoopla contest, but that 

Calvert Hall had a formal football team with a season schedule. 

  Article 7 published by Newsbank Nov 16, 1899 even gives the game details and lineup 

of the Cardinals game against the Baltimore University School of Medicine. 

  Article 8 published by Newsbank December 9, 1899 pg. 6 issue 20 Vol CXXVI writes 

about starting a hockey team at Calvert Hall. A sub- headline states that a banquet is being given 

for the football team by the College Association, which would be the same as saying our Alumni 

Association.  The data is convincing that even though Mr. Buettner thought his 1920 team was 

the first football team at Calvert Hall, the documents state otherwise.  Mr. Buettner’s interview 

with The Sun happened in 1969, 50 years after the 1920 game. Perhaps his memory or desire to 

embellish his senior football team (or both) are factors distorting the truth.  He claims Calvert 

Hall won the 1920 game 3-0 but it was 9-3! 

The Cardinals were still playing football in 1913. Article 9 November 27 1913 reports that we 

lost 66-0 to Rock Hill Reserves. The team lineups are there too, but since we have no yearbook 

until 1920, this game also becomes lost.   It is very probable that we played Loyola before 1899 

and through till 1913 since we had a team. It is clear that our team was disbanded and then 

started again in 1920 from Mr. Buettner’s account of how the team was organized in his senior 

year. 

https://loyolablakefield.org/history


Some might argue that the rivalry only counts when there are no breaks in the series 

competition but there is no basis to claim such. Even our 2014 Turkey Bowl program cover 

shows the game as the 95
th

 Turkey Bowl. It doesn’t read the 95
th

 anniversary and can’t since we 

did not always play Loyola in football on Thanksgiving.  Even the City-Poly series had a one 

year suspension where the varsity teams did not play each other.  See article 10, November 22 

1979 where City/Poly played only a jayvee game and no varsity game was held.  Article 11  

“…JVs play annual holiday game.”  So, this football rivalry did not play a consecutive 125 

years.   

Knowing then, that firm evidence shows we played two times prior to 1920, I propose 

that a meeting with Loyola take place to show the findings, and then if both schools are in 

agreement, a  joint press release  be presented to the media declaring that the football rivalry 

between Calvert Hall and Loyola will show two additional games in the 2015 program. It will 

add 1899 Calvert Hall 6 Loyola 0 and 1904  Loyola 16  Calvert Hall 0. That means we have 

documented 97 games played in the football rivalry and not 95. The 100
th

 anniversary of the 

Turkey Bowl will occur in 2017 or two years after this 98
th

 game in 2015.  The total game stats 

will adjust to show Loyola 50 wins and Calvert Hall 39 wins. There are 8 ties. 

YOU WILL FIND THE TWO NEWSPAPER ARTICLES OF THE GAMES IN 1899 & 

1904 IN THE FOLDER FOOTBALL ARCHIVES  AND THEN OPEN THE FOLDER 

THANKSGIVING GAME ARTICLES AND THEN 1899 & 1904. 

Tom Bateman ’64 CHC 

    


